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Abstract

This research addresses the increasing ideological deviation among Muslims in Northwestern
Nigeria, where contemporary challenges such as atheism, secularism, and the rejection of the
Prophetic Sunnah have become prevalent. The study aims to define secularism, clarify its ruling
in Islam, explore its manifestations and causes of penetration into the Muslim world, and analyze
the role of sound creed in countering this ideological challenge. Using a descriptive-analytical
methodology, the study concludes that secularism is a doctrine of disbelief with no intrinsic link
to science. It further identifies several factors behind its spread, including Western colonialism,
intellectual invasion, Christian missionary activities, Orientalism, and the weakening of Muslims’
adherence to authentic creed. The findings highlight the destructive impact of secularism in
separating religion from life, while emphasizing that a sound creed enables Muslims to discern
deviant ideas and corrupt doctrines. The study stresses the necessity of learning the religious
sciences to strengthen creed, as it is the foundation of salvation in both worlds and a major defense
against secularism and similar contemporary trials. Finally, the researcher recommends enhancing
faith-based and doctrinal education within curricula, connecting students with Qur’anic guidance
and Prophetic teachings, and preparing preachers and scholars with modern methods to refute
intellectual misconceptions. Additionally, Islamic associations and da‘wah institutions (e.g., [zala
— Jama‘atu Izalat al-Bid ah wa-Iqamat al-Sunnah, Fityanul Islam Society, and Women in Da‘wah)
should expand their presence in media and satellite platforms to raise awareness about the dangers
of secularism and respond effectively to the doubts propagated by atheists and secularists.
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